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20th June, 1830 :
Starting on the New Moonday of 20th Sunday morning at six and cover-
ing a distance of 16 miles. I reached the holy place of Nivruthisangamam
by twelve. This place is on the banks of the river Krishna. The river
Bhavanasini joins the Krishna here; the waters of Thungabhadra and four
other tributaries from the river here enabling the Krishna to flow perennially.
This is a habitable place. There is a Shiva shrine said to have been installed
by Dharmaraja on the banks of the river. When Bruhaspathi enters Kanya
rasi, thousands of pilgrims have a bath here during Pushkaram time. As all
sins get expiated here, the place is called Nivruthisangamam. There are
twenty brahmin habitations here. Provisions required are available. This
place is located at the base of a hill. The river Krishna flows north here.
The path taken by me that day was very comfortable, being ground covered
with stones, and as such it would be easy to take this route in all seasons.
There is no jungle. There are several villages at short distances enroute.
Water is no problem on the way. Every village on the way has a ruined fort.
The thambala people are archakas in the shrines here. The devotees however
can worship in these shrines, all by themselves. This place is also under the
control of Nawab of Kandanur. Fees are being collected here, from each
person crossing the river Krishna, as at Srlsailam. I paid Rs. 3/~ for each
Sudra servant, Rs. 3/- for each horse, and Re. I/- for each Abhisheka and two
annas for each Brahmin. The fees are collected here by the Nawab of
Kandanur on one bank of the river Krishna and by the Nizam of Hyderabad
on the other bank. One bank of the river Krishna is under the Nawab of
Kandanur, whereas the border of the Hyderabad state commences from the
other bank. Every village touched by me here from Tirupati onwards has
a Reddi as well as aKaranam as village officials. Some of these Karanams
are nandavarikas, pradamasakha brahmins and nijogis looking after the duties
of a Karanam. Instead of receiving salaries, they enjoy the land as covenanted
servants looking after the village administration and eking out their livelihood.
Travellers on the way are assisted in obtaining all their requirements by these
Karanams and Reddis. Again these travellers have to obtain the good offices of
these people by hook or crook to travel in comfort and dignity. However
it will not be too good and kindly to them. It will be necessary to be aggressive
and assume the mask of authority with them in some measure. The village
servants under the orders of the Reddi and Karanam are useful in helping
one to obtain provisions, and to function as one's guides on the way. The
philanthropists at Madras, it is known, have constructed several choultries
at great cost between Thiruvattur and Thiruvanchur ; even if such people
construct choultries at places such as Ahobilam, Mahanandi, Onkaram,
pilgrims may not make use of them properly. Instead it is desirable that
the mantapams at these places are repaired at a cost of Rs. 1,000/- each and
men are appointed as watchmen on monthly salaries and enjoined to ensure
that thorny bushes and jungle shrubs do not grow everywhere and that
mantapams are kept in good condition for use by pilgrims. If this is done, it